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Mix selection Best Value” is an important factor 
when making pavement type 
decisions or when determining the 
right pavement investment. Both up 
front construction costs and long 
term costs are included when 
considering best value. As an asphalt 
pavement specialist, it is our role to 
advocate for the use of asphalt 
pavements and it is easy to stand up 
and rattle off the perceived benefits 
of asphalt pavement. It is another 
thing, however, to defend the asphalt 
alternate as the “best value” 
pavement type over the long run or 
the life cycle. Let’s take a hard look 
at this very issue.



 The first step in our “best value” defense is to 
clarify how long asphalt pavements last. The 
other paving industry is quick to mention the 
time between maintenance or rehabilitation 
treatments of asphalt pavements. 12 years, 15 
years, or longer is generally considered the 
time between surface rehabilitation of an 
asphalt pavement. 

How long do asphalt pavements last? 



 Some agencies and engineers have asked the 
question of whether or not there should be an 
adjustment, offset, or credit to take into 
account a difference in life cycle costs of 
different pavement types. 

Should there be a cost adjustment 



 The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
has identified the following factors as 
considerations in making pavement type 
selection.

Constructability
Type of adjacent pavements
Recycling
Conservation of materials

What other factors should be considered in 
determining “best value” pavement? 



 The Colorado Asphalt Pavement 
Association (CAPA) has developed this 
worksheet in an effort to help local 
agencies, property owners and property 
managers determine the best strategies to 
use when considering . 

COST COMPARISONS for ASPHALT 
PAVEMENT MAINTENANCE



 Information to be considered in a strategy 
selection should include; condition of the 
existing pavement, local practices, local 
experiences with the various treatments, 
and  the availability of contractors in the 
area to perform the various treatments. 

What do we look at? 







◦ CAPA web site www.co-asphalt.com/
resources/library.htm

◦ Tom Clayton – tomclayton@co-
asphalt.com

◦ CAPA 303-741-6150

Need additional Information? 
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Questions?


